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UAE issues new policy on recognition of foreign university
degrees:

The UAE has introduced new policies for recognizing foreign
university degrees, allowing conditional approval for online and
distance learning programs if they meet ministry standards.
Vocational certificates and specialized program degrees remain
unrecognized. Verification is now managed by Dataflow and
QuadraBay, streamlining the authentication process. Applicants
can submit requests online, with approvals typically taking 30
working days.

- GULF INSIDER, KHALEEJ TIMES

Abu Dhabi schools 'cannot just reject a student': New
education policy ensures inclusivity: 

Abu Dhabi's Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) has
introduced a new policy to ensure inclusivity in private schools.
Schools can no longer reject students, including those with special
needs or learning disabilities, due to a lack of facilities. Instead,
they must make reasonable accommodations to support diverse
learning needs. This initiative aims to create a more inclusive
education system across Abu Dhabi.

Abu Dhabi set to enhance mental health support in schools: 

Abu Dhabi’s ADEK has launched a Student Mental Health Policy for
private schools, requiring them to develop well-being strategies
and integrate mental health support beyond traditional counseling.
The initiative aims to ensure early detection and proactive care for
students' mental well-being.
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Istituto Marangoni to open Riyadh campus in August 2025: 

​Istituto Marangoni, a renowned Italian fashion and design school,
will open a campus in Riyadh's King Abdullah Financial District in
August 2025. This initiative, developed in collaboration with the
Fashion Commission, aims to provide specialized programs tailored
to Saudi Arabia's fashion and luxury markets, supporting the
Kingdom's economic diversification efforts. The Riyadh Creative
District, managed by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City, will
host the campus, attracting leading creative institutions. 

- SAUDI GAZETTE

Riyadh's PSU tops Saudi universities in research quality: 

​Prince Sultan University (PSU) in Riyadh has been ranked first
among Saudi universities for scientific research quality, achieving a
score of 90.5% in the Times Higher Education (THE) 2025 report.
This evaluation considers factors such as research impact, citation
counts, collaborative projects, and publication quality. THE's
annual rankings assess global university performance across
research, teaching, citations, international outlook, and industry
income, serving as a widely recognized measure of academic
excellence. 

Saudi Arabia launches cultural scholarship program for school
students: 

Saudi Arabia has launched a Cultural Scholarship Program for
public school students, allowing them to study arts, music, and
theater at top international institutions. Targeting grades 5 to 12,
the program integrates core academics with specialized arts
training, supporting Vision 2030’s goal of fostering cultural talent
and global exchange.
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BAHRAIN

Five new schools, major revamp planned for public education: 

​Bahrain's Education Minister, Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma,
has unveiled plans to construct five new schools and four academic
buildings, alongside major upgrades to 80 public schools, including
renovations and new furniture to enhance learning environments.
The ministry is also advancing efforts to introduce the International
Baccalaureate (IB) program in public schools, with an IB
Organisation delegation set to visit Bahrain in April. To strengthen
the teaching workforce, 600 Bahrain Teachers’ College graduates
will be recruited across 2025 and 2026. Curriculum updates are
underway in subjects like English, Arabic, mathematics, and
science, with plans to expand question banks and introduce a new
subject on Bahraini folk culture in 2025. Additionally, 13
classrooms will be added for students with disabilities, and
collaborations with an American university aim to enhance
assessment methods for special needs and autistic students. ​

- GULF INSIDER
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QATAR

AI education, research is central to Carnegie Mellon’s next 20
years of impact in Qatar: 

Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar (CMU-Q) is integrating
artificial intelligence (AI) across its undergraduate programs in
biological sciences, business administration, computer science,
and information systems to prepare students for an AI-driven
future. Dean Michael Trick emphasizes fostering creativity and
interdisciplinary exploration to equip students for emerging
careers. AI is being applied in areas such as computational biology
for disease diagnosis, data analysis in business decision-making,
and advancements in cybersecurity, robotics, and machine
learning. Research initiatives also focus on AI-driven solutions for
sustainability, including optimizing solar panel maintenance and
greenhouse management.

- THE PENINSULA
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KUWAIT

Kindergarten to become part of compulsory education in
Kuwait: 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Education has proposed making the second
level of kindergarten part of the compulsory education system to
strengthen early childhood learning. This initiative aims to ensure
all children receive foundational education before primary school,
improving cognitive and social development. Parents will be
required to enroll their children, with potential penalties for non-
compliance, highlighting the government's commitment to
advancing education and childhood development in the country.

- THE TIMES KUWAIT

Education Ministry announces 43 supervisory appointments,
secondments, transfers enhancing efficiency: 

Kuwait's Minister of Education, Sayyed Jalal Al-Tabtabaei, has
announced 43 new supervisory appointments, secondments, and
transfers within the Ministry of Education. This restructuring is part
of an effort to enhance the efficiency of the ministry's operations
and improve the overall quality of education in the country. These
changes are intended to optimize leadership across various
educational departments and ensure that the system is more
responsive and effective in meeting the needs of students and
educators.
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OMAN
SQU launches programme to accept international students: 

​Sultan Qaboos University has launched the 'Afaq' program, aiming
to admit up to 300 international and Omani students starting from
the next academic year. This initiative seeks to diversify the
student body without affecting the number of seats allocated to
Omani students through the Unified Admissions Center. The
program is part of SQU's efforts to enhance its international
ranking and align with Oman Vision 2040. Accepted students will
be subject to the university's standard academic rules and
regulations. 

- TIMES OF OMAN

SQU advances in QS World University Rankings in petroleum,
engineering, nursing specializations: 

​Sultan Qaboos University has achieved notable advancements in
the 2025 QS World University Rankings by Subject. The
university's Petroleum Engineering program ascended to the 25th
position globally, while its Nursing program secured the 32nd spot,
placing both disciplines among the top 50 worldwide. ​
Additionally, six SQU majors—Accounting and Finance, Education,
Chemical Engineering, Agriculture, Environmental Sciences, and
Electrical Engineering—ranked within the top 300 globally.
Additional programs such as English Language and Literature,
Economics, Mechanical Engineering, Business and Management,
Computer Science, Medicine, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Biology
also saw improvements, placing among the top 600 worldwide. ​


