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Super premium Harrow school to open new campus in South
Dubai:

​Harrow International School is set to open a new campus in South
Dubai, with applications beginning in September 2025 and full
operations expected by 2026. Located on Hessa Street, the school
will cater to students from FS1 to Year 6 initially, eventually
expanding to accommodate learners aged three to 18. The
institution is part of a Dh600 million investment by Taaleem, a
leading UAE education provider, to launch two Harrow-branded
schools in the UAE. Annual tuition fees are anticipated to range
between Dh80,000 and Dh100,000, reflecting the school's
premium positioning. This expansion aligns with Taaleem's
strategy to enhance educational offerings in response to the
growing demand for high-quality education in the region. ​

- KHALEEJ TIMES

UAE's new licensing system to help universities launch
academic programmes faster: 

​The UAE has introduced a new licensing system for higher
education institutions, significantly reducing the approval time for
launching new academic programmes from six months to just one
week, provided all requirements are met. This initiative aims to
enhance the country's competitiveness in the global education
sector by enabling universities to respond more swiftly to market
demands and student needs. The streamlined process is part of
broader educational reforms designed to improve access to higher
education and align academic offerings with labour market
requirements. ​
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Saudi Arabia and China sign agreements on scholarships,
curriculum development: 

Saudi Arabia and China have signed two new agreements to
strengthen educational cooperation and cultural exchange. The
first agreement aims to increase scholarship opportunities for
Saudi students to study at top Chinese universities in fields that
align with Saudi Arabia’s labour market needs, supporting the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 goals. The second agreement, signed with
China’s Center for Language Education and Cooperation, focuses
on jointly developing Chinese language curricula to be introduced
in Saudi public schools starting this academic year. These
initiatives reflect the growing strategic partnership between the
two nations in education and beyond.

- SAUDI GAZETTE, GULF INSIDER

SDAIA launches 'Introduction to AI' course for third-year
secondary school students: 

Saudi Arabia’s SDAIA, in partnership with the Ministry of
Education, has launched an "Introduction to Artificial Intelligence"
course for third-year secondary school students. The course,
introduced at the Human Capability Initiative 2025 conference, will
reach over 50,000 students through an interactive digital platform
and aims to build AI skills in line with Vision 2030 goals.

King Salman Global Academy For Arabic Language launches
program with Indiana University: 

The King Salman Global Academy for Arabic Language has
partnered with Indiana University to train Arabic language teachers
for non-native speakers. The program includes training on teaching
strategies, language testing, and a seminar on Saudi Arabia’s
efforts in Arabic education.
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BAHRAIN
Batelco powers digital transformation in Bahrain’s education
sector: 

Batelco has launched a nationwide digital infrastructure initiative to
modernize Bahrain’s education system in line with Bahrain Vision
2030. The project focuses on creating smart learning environments
by equipping schools with high-speed internet, cloud-based tools,
interactive digital screens, and smart security systems. It also
enhances connectivity through Batelco’s MPLS network, Dedicated
Internet Access, and Managed Wi-Fi, supporting remote
collaboration and digital services like video conferencing. To
ensure safety, Batelco provides secure cloud storage, local data
hosting compliant with Bahrain’s laws, and cybersecurity training
for educators and students. This initiative aims to foster
innovation, creativity, and digital readiness across Bahrain’s
schools.

- GULF INSIDER, BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY

Higher Education Council grants programme accreditation to
94 academic programmes: 

The Higher Education Council (HEC) in Bahrain has granted
accreditation to 94 academic programmes across various higher
education institutions. This accreditation signifies that these
programmes have met the rigorous standards set by the HEC,
reflecting a commitment to enhancing the quality and
competitiveness of higher education in the Kingdom. The initiative
aligns with Bahrain's broader goals of fostering academic
excellence and ensuring that educational offerings meet both
national and international benchmarks. ​
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QATAR

Qatar leads innovative global education efforts amid rising
conflicts: 

Qatar was recognized for its innovative global education initiatives,
particularly in supporting out-of-school children in conflict-
affected regions. Laura Frigenti, CEO of the Global Partnership for
Education (GPE), commended Qatar's leadership and the efforts of
the Education Above All (EAA) Foundation in reaching these
children. Frigenti highlighted Qatar's shift from traditional grant-
based funding to a model emphasizing "additionality," leveraging
its resources to attract further investment. In 2022, the Qatar Fund
for Development (QFFD), through EAA, pledged $20 million to GPE
to provide equitable, inclusive, and quality education globally.
Frigenti's visit to Qatar reaffirmed the nation's commitment to
education as a national and global priority.

- THE PENINSULA, THE HOYA

Qatar leads innovative global education efforts amid rising
conflicts: 

Georgetown University renewed its partnership with Qatar
Foundation, securing the continued operation of its Qatar campus
for another decade. GU-Q, established 20 years ago, has
graduated over 1,000 students and is recognized for fostering
global leadership, interfaith dialogue, and diverse education
aligned with Georgetown’s Jesuit values.
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KUWAIT

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia ban graduation ceremonies outside
schools: 

In April 2025, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia implemented a ban on
holding graduation ceremonies outside school premises. This
directive mandates that all graduation events be conducted within
school grounds and adhere to specific regulations. The decision
aims to alleviate financial pressures on families and ensure that
celebrations remain modest and focused on academic
achievements.

- GULF NEWS, THE TIMES KUWAIT

Education Ministry prepares to launch unified teacher
recruitment campaign for 2025/2026: 

In April 2025, Kuwait's Ministry of Education announced
preparations for its 2025/2026 unified teacher recruitment
campaign. The initiative aims to fil l  over 700 teaching positions
across various specializations, including new fields identified by
the Technical Directorate to address shortages. Priority will be
given to Kuwaiti applicants, followed by children of Kuwaiti women,
stateless individuals (bedoun), GCC nationals, and other
expatriates. Additionally, the ministry plans to open approximately
10 new schools in areas such as Al-Mutla’a, West and South
Abdullah Al-Mubarak, Sabah Al-Ahmad, and Wafra in the upcoming
academic year. ​
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OMAN
Oman launches employers survey 2025 to bridge gap between
higher education and labor market: 

The Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation in
Oman has initiated the Employers Survey 2025 to assess the
alignment between higher education outcomes and the national
labour market's evolving needs. This survey targets establishments
that have employed graduates from 2018 to 2025, focusing on
data from the first half of the current year. The collected
information will identify essential skills and competencies required
across various economic sectors, guiding curriculum development
and workforce planning. This initiative supports the objectives of
Oman Vision 2040 by enhancing the employability of graduates
and ensuring that educational policies are responsive to market
demands. ​

- THE GULF OBSERVER, EDUCATION MIDDLE EAST

Indian schools in Oman implement new National Education
Policy: 

The Board of Directors of Indian Schools in Oman has decided to
implement India's National Education Policy (NEP) across all Indian
schools in the Sultanate, starting from the academic year 2025-
2026. A significant change under this policy is the introduction of a
three-year kindergarten program called 'Balvatika' for children
aged 3 to 6 years, replacing the previous two-year structure. The
academic framework has been restructured into a 5+3+3+4
system, emphasizing a holistic approach to education across
different developmental stages. This move aims to provide a more
comprehensive foundational education and aligns with global
educational standards. 


