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mm UAE

Dubai's Taaleem to buy leading nursery school operator:

e Dubai-based Taaleem announced it will acquire a 95% stake in
Kids First Group (KFG), a major nursery operator in the UAE and
Qatar with 34 nurseries and over 5,000 students. The deal, funded
through equity and debt, is expected to close by Q4 of Taaleem's
2024-25 financial year. KFG will operate as a standalone division,
marking Taaleem's entry into early childhood education and
expanding its reach across the full educational spectrum.

GEMS launches 'school in-a-box' solution for other education
providers, govt, investors:

e GEMS Education launched GEMS School Management (GSM), a
“school-in-a-box"” solution to help governments and investors
quickly set up or upgrade K-12 schools. The ASPIRE framework
offers end-to-end services—from curriculum and staffing to
facilities and tech—delivered within 12 months. GSM is already in
talks with partners in eight countries, aiming for global scalability
and inclusive education.

American University of Sharjah achieves highest-ever QS
world university ranking:

e The American University of Sharjah (AUS) reached its highest-ever
QS World University Ranking, placing 272nd globally. The jump
reflects strong performance in academic and employer reputation,
research output, and international diversity—ranking 3rd worldwide
for faculty and 4th for student diversity. AUS also led UAE
universities in employer reputation and global engagement.
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KAIN welcomes 60 students as part of Mawhiba Research
Enrichment Program:

e The King Abdullah Institute for Nanotechnology (KAIN) at King
Saud University welcomed 60 gifted students to its Mawhiba
Research Enrichment Program. This four-week initiative,
conducted in collaboration with the King Abdulaziz and His
Companions Foundation for Giftedness and Creativity (Mawhiba),
provides students with hands-on lab experience, programming
training (including Python and Al applications), and enrichment
visits to national research centers. Designed to foster scientific
research skills and ethical foundations, the program aims to
cultivate the next generation of Saudi innovators and researchers.

King Abdulaziz University highlights academic programs,
global partnerships at NAFSA 2025:

e King Abdulaziz University (KAU) participated in the NAFSA 2025
conference in San Diego, a major event with over 8,000 educators
from more than 100 countries. Represented alongside 11 other
Saudi universities under the Ministry of Education, KAU showcased
its academic programs, research achievements, global
partnerships, and efforts to promote the “Study in Saudi Arabia”
initiative. The university highlighted its role in advancing Vision
2030 through international collaboration, talent attraction, and
institutional innovation.

- ARAB NEWS

www.d3consultants.net




€ BAHRAIN

Youth Ministry, Cambridge University to develop joint youth
initiatives:

e Bahrain's Ministry of Youth Affairs, led by Minister Rawan bint
Najeeb Tawfiqi, partnered with the University of Cambridge to
develop joint initiatives focused on youth education and
empowerment. Discussions included collaboration on the Ministry's
“Masari” youth development platform and desighing educational
and training programs that leverage Cambridge’s global expertise.
The partnership aims to introduce best practices in youth
leadership and skill-building, reinforcing Bahrain's commitment to

nurturing its next generation.

NCST launches "Hub Training" initiative:

e Bahrain's National Centre for Space Technology (NCST) launched
the "Hub Training" initiative, offering flexible educational pathways
including certificates, diplomas, and higher diplomas. The program
supports Bahrain Economic Vision 2030 by enhancing workforce
readiness and strengthening the kingdom's role as+an innovation

and digital transformation hub.
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QATAR

Qatar Foundation integrates chess into its schools to foster
strategic thinking:

e Qatar Foundation (QF), in collaboration with the Qatar Chess
Federation and the Ministry of Education and Higher Education,
rolled out a strategic initiative to integrate chess into pre-university
education. This initiative led to the creation of 11 chess clubs
across QF schools, equipping them with trained teacher-coaches
and necessary resources. Students now benefit from regular
training, in-school tournaments, and special events such as
competitions on National Sport Day.

Lusail University, QF's ABP sigh MoU to support University
access:

e Lusail University and Qatar Foundation's Academic Bridge Program
(ABP) signed a memorandum of understanding to enhance student
access to higher education. The partnership aims to support
students through academic preparation, skills development, and
tailored university readiness initiatives. The MoU focuses on easing
the transition from high school to university, aligning with both
institutions’ goals to strengthen educational pathways in Qatar.
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Technical Guidance Department integrated into Education
Ministry's new structure:

e Kuwait's Ministry of Education finalized a structural reorganization
by integrating its Technical Guidance Department into the new
ministry framework. This move aims to strengthen the
department’'s role in guiding curriculum development, teacher
support, and technical advisory services under a more cohesive
oversight model—enhancing alignment with national education
reform goals.

Education Ministry ends manual processing of financial
transactions, goes digital:

e Kuwait's Ministry of Education completed - a major digital
transformation by eliminating manual submission for financial
decisions and fully automating transaction processing..Staff across
education regions were trained in the new workflow, and all
financial approvals—from departmental entries to payroll updates
—are now managed via an integrated digital system. This upgrade
improves administrative efficiency, accountability, and aligns with
Kuwait’'s smart government objectives.
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Oman hosts first forum to align education with industry needs:

e Oman hosted its First Annual Forum to Enhance Integration
between the Academic and Industrial Sectors, under the patronage
of H.E. Prof. Dr. Rahma Al Mahrouqgiyah. The event brought
together CEOs, academic leaders, and policymakers to realign
higher education programs with labor market needs, in support of
Oman Vision 2040. Key outcomes included the announcement of a
RO 7 million research-and-development initiative by EJAAD,
aiming to bridge industry and academia by facilitating R&D
partnerships and innovation involving government entities and
SMEs.

International report highlights Oman’'s higher education
capabilities:

e In June 2025, a QS report highlighted Oman’s growing global
standing in higher education, with a 36.9% rise in research output
and five universities appearing in the 2026 QS World Rankings—up
from two the previous year. Sultan Qaboos University ranked 334th
globally, while Sohar University debuted in the 951-1000 range.
The report credited Oman Vision 2040 for driving improvements in
education, research, and global competitiveness.
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