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mm UAE

Grade discrepancies prompt official review of Abu Dhabi
school records:

e Abu Dhabi’'s Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) is
investigating grade inflation in private schools after finding
discrepancies between internal grades and external exam results.
Twelve schools have been barred from enrolling new students in
Grades 11 and 12 while their academic records undergo review.

UAE Ministry of Education mandates professional licenses for
educators:

e The UAE Ministry of Education now requires all educators,
including teachers, principals, and support staff, to obtain a
professional license through the Teacher Licensing System (TLS).
Applicants must register via UAE Pass, verify qualifications, and
pass relevant exams. Licenses are valid for 2-5 years, and those
who fail must undergo training before retesting. The policy aims to

standardize qualifications and enhance teaching quality across the
UAE.

UAE integrates Al into education to prepare students for the
future:

e The UAE will make Artificial Intelligence a mandatory subject for all
students from kindergarten to Grade 12 starting in the 2025-2026
academic vyear. Developed with leading - Al institutions, the
curriculum will teach <core concepts, ethics, and real-world
applications to prepare students for future careers and support the
UAE's vision for a knowledge-based economy.

- GULF NEWS

www.d3consultants.net




&) KSA

Saudi Arabia launches first academy for arts and culture in
public education:

e Saudi Arabia has launched its firstever Academy for Arts and
Culture, a joint initiative between the Ministry of Culture and
Ministry of Education. Opening in the 2025-2026 academic year,
the academy will initially select students in the 4th grade and 1st
year of intermediate school across two campuses: in Riyadh (boys)
and Jeddah (girls). It blends standard academic curriculum with
intensive training in disciplines such as drawing, theater, music,
and singing, scheduled over two daily sessions, with core
academics in the morning and creative instruction in the afternoon.
Admission involves a three-stage process, online registration,
performance evaluation, and interview, reflecting a national
strategy to foster cultural talent from early education levels.

Saudi Arabia to introduce Al curriculum across all school
levels starting 2025:

e Saudi Arabia is set to introduce a nationwide artificial intelligence
(Al) curriculum across all public education levels, spanning primary
schools through universities and vocational training, beginning in
the 2025-2026 academic year. Developed jointly by the National
Curriculum  Center, Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Communications & IT, and the Saudi Data & Al Authority, the
phased rollout includes age-appropriate Al modules delivered
through interactive and hands-on methods. Learning outcomes will
be integrated into national assessments, reflecting the Kingdom's
Vision 2030 Human Capability Development Program to build
digital literacy, foster innovation, and position Saudi youth for
success in an Al-driven global economy.

- ARAB NEWS
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Major Special Education expansion:

e Bahrain's Education Minister announced the largest-ever
expansion in support for students with autism and intellectual
disabilities. Starting in the 2025-26 academic year, 23 new
classrooms across public schools will welcome these students,
marking a major increase in enrollment and inclusion efforts. This
initiative reflects Bahrain's strengthened commitment to inclusive
education and expanding opportunities for learners with special
needs.

Education Minister confirms 95% of eligible students have
applied for scholarships:

e Bahrain's Education Minister reported that a record 95% of eligible
high-school graduates have applied for government scholarships
and grants for the 2024-25 academic year via the ministry's online
portal. Over 4,000 awards have been designated,. including 1,900
full scholarships for students who scored 95% + and around 2,300
partial grants for those scoring between 90-94.9%. The ministry
emphasized a merit=based, transparent allocation process and will
host a review session with top-performing students prior to
announcing final placements. This surge reflects high student
engagement and trust in the scholarship system.

- BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY
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New technical secondary school for girls to open in Al Shamal:

e Qatar has announced the opening of a new technical secondary
school for girls in Al Shamal, scheduled for the 2025-26 academic
year. The institution will offer two specialized tracks—Information
Technology and Laboratory Technician Training—alongside
general secondary subjects. Admission is limited to 40 Grade 10
students, with priority given to Qatari nationals, then children of
Qatari mothers, GCC citizens, and Qatar-born residents. The
curriculum balances theory and practical training, with admission
involving registration, tests, interviews, and medical clearance.
This initiative supports Qatar’'s Vision 2030 goals to expand
technical education and prepare skilled female talent in
underserved regions.

School Innovation Incubators initiative launched:

e Qatar has launched the School Innovation Incubators Initiative, a
collaborative effort by the Ministries of Education & Higher
Education, Sports & Youth, and the Qatar Scientific Club. Rolled
out across eight public schools on July 2, each incubator is
equipped with labs for robotics, Al, 3D printing, electronics, and
digital manufacturing. Trained teachers work with students to
transform their ideas into projects, fostering scientific thinking,
innovation, and entrepreneurship in line with Qatar National
Vision 2030. The initiative is backed by the DAAM Social & Sport
Fund and aims to develop a generation ready to contribute to a
knowledge-based economy.
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Ministry of Education transitions to electronic system for
ministerial decisions:

e Kuwait's Ministry of Education has shifted entirely to an electronic
system for ministerial decisions, eliminating paper submissions to
enhance governance and transparency. All official decisions,
financial transactions, and administrative actions are now made
digitally, reducing costs and strengthening oversight across the
ministry.

Kuwait University launches new academic programs to meet
labor market needs:

e Kuwait University’'s College of Science introduced three new
bachelor's _programs in cybersecurity, financial & actuarial
mathematics, and data analysis to better align education with labor
market needs. These programs are designhed in accordance with
ABET and actuarial accreditation standards, offering students
academic excellence and industry-relevant skills for high-demand
sectors.

- THE TIMES KUWAIT, ARAB TIMES KUWAIT
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Higher education ministry launches sixth phase of Oman’s
Eidaad national programme:

e Oman’'s Higher Education Ministry, in collaboration with Petroleum
Development Oman, launched the sixth phase of the Eidaad
national programme, targeting over 400 penultimate-year students
from public and private universities. The year-long initiative places
students in more than 40 partner companies to gain real-world
experience and develop job-ready skills. This phase also
introduced 12 new academic and industrial partnerships, along with
a career-path mapping unit to help align student specializations
with market demands—supporting the goals of Oman Vision 2040.

Students in Oman build Al-based platform for sign language
translation:

e A student team from Sohar University in northern Oman developed
an Al-powered platform that translates sign language in real time,
bridging communication between signers and non-signers. The
system integrates sign recognition with speech-to-text and
text-to-speech functionality, enabling use across schools,
workplaces, and healthcare settings and offering inclusive,
instantaneous communication support.
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